For Immediate Release 
Dec. 20, 2000 


Contact: Stacie Leatherman, (216) 421-7340, ext. 265 


NEW PHOTOGRAPHS BY NOTED CUBAN PHOTOGRAPHER AT CMA 

CLEVELAND — A new exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will feature 23 
Polaroid photographs by Cuban bom, Boston-based multimedia artist Maria Magdalena 
Campos-Pons. Body/Culture/Spirit: Photographs by Maria Magdalena Campos-Pons 
explores African-Cuban heritage, religion, and familial relationships. The show will open 
Jan. 6 and remain on view through Mar. 14, 2001. Admission is free. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity to see and experience photographs from this 
fascinating artist,” says Tom Hinson, CMA’s curator of photography. “I am pleased to bring 
these compelling works of art to the museum.” 

Campos-Pons’s 20 x 24-inch prints are layered with references to African ancestry, 
femininity, and spirituality, particularly African-Cuban religious ritual. Using only a few 
props, such as taxadermic birds from her father-in-law’s collection, Campos-Pons depicts 
personal and cultural identity through memories and stories. 

Bom in Matanzas, Cuba in 1959, Compos-Pons was trained at the renowned Higher 
Institute of Art (ISA) in Havana. Her work is found in many major museums, including the 
National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa and the Museum of Modem Art, New York. 

For more information on the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 
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